
 
 

Selected Praise for Ohio University Press’s Seventeen Volume 
The Complete Works of Robert Browning Series, 1969–2012 
 
“The Ohio edition offers a virtual rare bookroom full of texts for any Browning poems 
where the determined critic can trace the author’s changing intentions and craft.”   

   —Victorian Poetry 

“The editorial policy of the Ohio edition has always been completeness, with the 
recording of all variants, changes, and corrections made by the poet himself, and these 
volumes continue that aim with admirable care and painstaking attention to detail. . . . 
The fifty-six pages of notes on Red Cotton Night-Cap Country are an unexpected 
delight, and reveal (Michael) Bright’s love of his subject and his searching out of all 
relevant information about it.”                                      —Journal of Browning Studies   

“One of the best features of this volume is the quality of the annotation. It reflects a 
close knowledge of both Browning’s life and of the works he is known to have read.”
                —Review of English Studies 

“Undoubtedly the Ohio/Baylor Complete Works of Robert Browning will serve as the 
standard scholarly edition for years to come.”                   —Victorian Periodicals Review 

 
“WHEN is a new edition like an adventure? It’s exciting to see late Browning, to see any 
poetry, so gorgeously and invitingly presented. Portable omnibus Browning editions are 
indispensable but how good it is to read Balaustion’s Adventure and Prince Hohenstiel-
Schwangau: Saviour of Society so spaciously set out and so thoroughly supported with 
textual apparatus and annotation. The Ohio volumes still say ‘I’m worth spending time 
on’.”          —Notes and Queries 

 
“It is the virtue of this edition (Vol. III) to provide students of Browning with the text of 
his works as he himself finally approved it, together with variant readings that appear to 
reflect his differing intentions at earlier dates.”              —The Modern Language Review  
 
“The attempt to record all the variants attributed to Browning is to be applauded, as is the 
neat presentation of textual notes at the foot of each page and editorial notes at the end of 
each volume…Roma A. King’s…editorial notes certainly help to elucidate Browning’s 
‘copious literary, historical, and mythological allusions.’”           —Choice 
 
“The Ohio [edition] is everything a reader could wish, providing a skillful and judicial 
compression of the relevant critical and textual scholarship on each item, as well as 
offering significant additions to the existing body of work.”          —English 
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“No critic has yet undertaken an analysis of Browning’s pointing in relation to his 
prosody and to his making of meaning. The Ohio edition makes such a study 
possible…The Ohio edition is nearing completion. These two volumes are a fine part of 
it.”               —Journal of Browning Studies 
  
 
“This is the last of three volumes devoted to the crowning work of Browning’s mature 
career, The Ring and the Book...The text is definitely emended in this edition by 
exhaustive collation of all variants, including manuscript, and all variants are recorded. 
Full annotations provide necessary historical, literary, biographical, and other information 
useful for comprehending the wide range of Browning’s allusions. The Ring and the Book 
stands as a bridge between Victorian and modern worlds and is indispensable to any 
serious reader of Browning or of Victorian literature.”          —History 
 
 
“Even though different teams of editors have worked on the different volumes in the 
Ohio/Baylor Browning, the same high quality of the series, overseen by Allan C. Dooley, 
is maintained. Scholars may follow a record of the textual variants, and readers, whether 
they be Browning scholars or general readers, are given extensive explanatory notes that 
provide adequate background and can be used to direct further study. This volume, like 
the others in the series, helps to rescue Browning’s lesser-known works from the label of 
obscurity. The series will be of enduring use to Browning studies.” 

—Victorian Periodical Reviews 
 
 

“Critical attention to Browning’s poems up to and including The Ring and the Book has 
long overshadowed the study of his late poems, so the fact that the Ohio edition 
advanced—ten years ago—beyond 1870 was a welcome move, and (one hopes) should 
encourage interest in long-neglected poems.”         —Journal of Browning Studies 
 

 
“Recommended for all collections.”              —Choice 
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