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Kathleen Curtis Wilson is a nationally known researcher, writer, 
  editor, speaker, and program developer. her work has appeared in 

countless articles in professional publications, magazines, and now in three 
books: Irish People, Irish Linen; Uplifting the South—Mary Mildred Sullivan’s 
Legacy for Appalachia; and Textile Art from Southern Appalachia: The Quiet 
Work of Women. she guest curated a multi-venue international exhibition, 
Textile Art, that completed a two-year tour at the national Museums of 
scotland, edinburgh. a renowned authority on appalachian crafts, wilson 
is the editor of the craft section for the award-winning Encyclopedia of 
Appalachia. 
 
wilson’s latest book, Irish People, Irish Linen is a seminal study of the 
globalization of linen produced in ireland for over 400 years. During her 
tenure as visiting scholar and honorary fellow at the university of ulster, 
wilson interviewed linen makers and owners, uncovered the finest examples 
of linen in private and public textile collections, and consulted with the 
foremost textile authorities on the subject. after ten years of research—
aided by historians on both sides of the atlantic—she has now produced a 
lavishly illustrated and engagingly written book. Irish People, Irish Linen 
is a kaleidoscopic portrait of ireland’s linen industry, addressing social and 
economic history, design, fashion, architecture, technology, and cultural 
traditions.

wilson presents lectures about her work at professional conferences and public 
meetings in the united states and abroad, often as a keynote speaker. her 
work organizing exhibitions and public programs has led to collaborations 
with government agencies, universities, museums, and community groups. 
she has worked with members of congress, members of Parliament in the 
united kingdom, major universities, and local people in many types of 
communities. her work has raised public awareness of social, cultural, and 
economic issues.


