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With more than 1,000 books in print, each year we
publish 35–40 books by authors in the United States
and around the world. Some of our books have wide
appeal as university texts and regional classics, while
others make available the results of peer-reviewed
and often groundbreaking research in the humanities
and social sciences. Many of our most distinguished
and attractive books are made possible by support
from generous individuals and institutions.

Founded in 1999 by Nyoka Hawkins and
Gurney Norman, Old Cove Press focuses on
poetry, fiction, and art from Kentucky and its
surrounding region. Ohio University Press is
proud to distribute and copublish select Old
Cove Press titles.

It is no secret that the playing field is not level for
all scholars. Many scholars, especially those early
in their careers, are severely challenged in getting
their work published by a reputable press. Many
lack access to publication support and research
funding that is available to those who are already
established at major institutions, but these authors
often pioneers topics in history, anthropology, political science, global health, environmental science,
and other disciplines crucial to understanding the
critical issues of our time. Ohio University Press’s
First Book Fund sets out to make the process more
equitable for African and Appalachian scholars as
they seek to publish their first books.
The fund can be used for any aspect of the revision
and publication process, such as manuscript workshopping sessions with major scholars in the field,
publicity expenses to strengthen the profile and
reach of books by funded authors, or editing and
production expenses. To learn more or donate now,
please visit https://give.ohio.edu/funds/youngscholars-first-book-fund.
We welcome inquiries about sponsorship of individual books and series, contributions to our general
endowment, and other funding opportunities and
partnerships. To discuss sponsorship opportunities,
please contact press director Beth Pratt.
on the cover:
Thomas H. Begay - Navajo Code Talker
Photo by Richard Ricciardi, licensed under cc by 2.0
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ricricciardi/26556757465/
Learn more on page 3.
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BIOGRAPHIES FOR YOUNG READERS
SERIES EDITOR: MICHELLE HOUTS

The Many Lives of
Eddie Rickenbacker

An American Baseball Hero

ANDREW SPENO

SCOTT H. LONGERT

2020 144 pp. 6 × 9 in. 44 b&w illus.

2020 152 pp. 6 × 9 in. 38 b&w illus.

paper 978-0-8214-2431-5 $15.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2430-8 $32.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4722-2 $15.99 t

paper 978-0-8214-2419-3 $15.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2418-6 $32.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4084-1 $15.99 t

Eye to Eye

Smoky, the Dog That Saved My Life

Sports Journalist Christine Brennan

The Bill Wynne Story

JULIE K. RUBINI

NANCY ROE PIMM

2019 136 pp. 6 × 9 in. 40 b&w illus.

2018 168 pp. 6 × 9 in. 61 b&w illus.

paper 978-0-8214-2375-2 $15.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2374-5 $32.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4664-5 $15.99 t

paper 978-0-8214-2357-8 $15.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2356-1 $32.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4659-1 $15.99 t

Count the Wings

Dolores Huerta Stands Strong

The Life and Art of Charley Harper

The Woman Who Demanded Justice

MICHELLE HOUTS

MARLENE TARG BRILL

2018 144 pp. 6 × 9 in. 74 b&w illus.

2018 104 pp. 6 × 9 in. 35 b&w illus.

paper 978-0-8214-2308-0 $16.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2307-3 $32.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4635-5 $16.99 t

paper 978-0-8214-2330-1 $15.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2329-5 $32.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4643-0 $15.99 t

Virginia Hamilton

The Jerrie Mock Story

America’s Storyteller

The First Woman to Fly Solo around the World

JULIE K. RUBINI

NANCY ROE PIMM

2017 152 pp. 6 × 9 in. 54 b&w illus.

2016 152 pp. 6 × 9 in. 51 b&w illus.

paper 978-0-8214-2269-4 $15.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2268-7 $32.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4601-0 $15.99 t

paper 978-0-8214-2216-8 $15.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2215-1 $32.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4558-7 $32.99 t

Missing Millie Benson

Kammie on First

The Secret Case of the Nancy Drew
Ghostwriter and Journalist

Baseball’s Dottie Kamenshek

JULIE K. RUBINI
2015 136 pp. 6 × 9 in. 36 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2184-0 $15.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2183-3 $32.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4541-9 $15.99 t
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MICHELLE HOUTS
2014 148 pp. 7 × 10 in. 61 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2130-7 $15.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2418-6 $32.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4084-1 $15.99 t

juvenile nonfiction

Thomas H. Begay and the
Navajo Code Talkers
ALYSA LANDRY

The life story of this World War II Navajo Code Talker
introduces middle-grade readers to an unforgettable person
and offers a close perspective on aspects of Navajo (or Diné)
history and culture.
Thomas H. Begay was one of the young Navajo men who, during World War II,
invented and used a secret, unbreakable communications code based on their
native Diné language to help win the war in the Pacific. Although the book
includes anecdotes from other Code Talkers, its central narrative revolves around
Begay. It tells his story, from his birth near the Navajo reservation, his childhood
spent herding sheep, his adolescence in federally mandated boarding schools,
and, ultimately, his decision to enlist in the US Marine Corps.
Alysa Landry relies heavily on interviews with Begay, who, as of this writing, is in
his late nineties and one of only four surviving Code Talkers. Begay’s own voice
and sense of humor make this book particularly significant in that it is the only
Code Talker biography for young readers told from a soldier’s perspective. Begay
was involved with the book every step of the way, granting Landry unlimited
access to his military documents, personal photos, and oral history. Additionally,
Begay’s family contributed by reading and fact-checking the manuscript. This
truly is a unique collaborative project.

JANUARY 152 pp. 6 × 9 in. 54 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2506-0 $15.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2505-3 $32.95 t
ebook 978-0-8214-4788-8 $15.99 t

biographies for young readers
Michelle Houts, series editor

“Code Talker Begay is a courageous, charismatic, and charitable warrior. His
story will be carried by the four winds from generation to generation. May
his passion for freedom live in all of us.”
—Russell Begaye, former president of the Navajo Nation
“This book carries the voices and stories of Navajo Code Talker Thomas H.
Begay and fellow code talkers, illuminating a fuller context of Diné history and veterans‘ experiences before, during, and after World War II. Most
importantly, this book reveals the challenges and courage of Navajo Code
Talkers throughout their lives, including as leaders and advocates of their
people and community. I’m the niece of two Navajo Code Talkers who have
passed on; Begay’s story reminds me that our ancestors will continue to
inspire youth and all generations.”

ALYSA LANDRY teaches English, journalism,
and creative writing at the Navajo Nation’s
Diné College. She has written for Navajo
Times–Diné bi Naltsoos, Indian Country Today,
the Searchlight New Mexico news organization, and other outlets.

—Farina King (Diné), author of The Earth Memory Compass:
Diné Landscapes and Education in the Twentieth Century
“Diné peoples from diverse, complex communities have a history of strength,
courage, wisdom, and beauty. Thomas H. Begay and the Navajo Code Talkers
describes Mr. Begay’s strength, the Navajo Code Talkers’ courage, how beautiful the Diné language is, and the wisdom that comes from a Navajo way of
life.”
—Lloyd L. Lee (Navajo Nation), author of Diné Identity in a Twentieth-Century
World and director of the Center for Regional Studies
at the University of New Mexico
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literature

Reimagining Realism
A New Anthology of Late Nineteenth- and Early
Twentieth-Century American Short Fiction
CHARLES A. JOHANNINGSMEIER and
JESSICA E. MCCARTHY, eds.
This innovative collection reinvents the standard American
short fiction anthology and offers readers an invigorated, inclusive, and nuanced understanding of American literary history
and culture from the Civil War to the end of World War I.

OCTOBER 688 pp. 61⁄8 × 9¼ in. 20 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8040-1237-9 $45.00 s
ebook 978-0-8040-4121-8 $44.99 s
CHARLES A. JOHANNINGSMEIER is a
professor of English and Isaacson Chair at
the University of Nebraska Omaha. As a print
historian, his chief research interests have
involved assessing how readers in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
interacted with fiction texts published in
various periodicals by authors such as Frank
Norris, Stephen Crane, Sui Sin Far, Sarah Orne
Jewett, Charles Chesnutt, Mary Wilkins Freeman, Henry James, and Willa Cather.
JESSICA E. MCCARTHY is a lecturer at the
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.
She has published on Edith Wharton, Ellen
Glasgow, and American literary naturalism.

Beginning with one of Louisa May Alcott’s Hospital Sketches, originally
published in 1863, this anthology offers a refreshing perspective on American
literature from the latter half of the nineteenth century through the first
decades of the twentieth. Based on Alcott’s brief stint as a Civil War nurse,
Hospital Sketches stands in contrast to the sentimentality of her better-known
Little Women and illustrates a blending of romanticism and realism. Furthermore, its thematic focus on the tension between idealized notions of noble,
patriotic duty and the horrific reality of war exemplifies a dominant American
cultural mindset at the time.
Following this model of complicating accepted ideas about realism and of
particular authors, Reimagining Realism brings together dozens of texts that
engage with the immense changes and upheavals that characterized American culture over the next six decades: war, voting rights, westward expansion,
immigration, racism and ethnocentrism, industrial production, labor reforms,
transportation, urban growth, journalism, mass media, education, and economic disparity.
Reimagining Realism presents a collection of works much more diverse than
what is typically found in other anthologies of short fiction from this era. Some
selections are lesser-known works by familiar authors that enable readers to see
dimensions of these authors that are rarely considered but deserve further study.
The book also features authors from many previously underrepresented groups
and includes some outstanding works by authors whose names are almost completely unknown to today’s readers—but which deserve greater attention.
The volume’s editors, in their intent to spur readers to further reimagine realism,
to represent the spectrum of viewpoints prevalent during this era, and to spark
critical thinking and productive discussion, have been careful not to apply any
type of political litmus test to the included works. They have also refrained from
categorizing works according to convention, so as not to predispose readers to
restrictive interpretations, and have provided only brief, highly readable headnotes and annotations that will help readers better understand the texts.

“One of the finest anthologies of American Realist short-story fiction available.”
—Sterling Lecater Bland Jr., professor of English, African American studies,
and American studies, Rutgers University-Newark
“A refreshing and intriguing anthology that offers a more accurate representation of the progressive and conservative views readers originally encountered.”
—Keith Newlin, editor of the Oxford Handbook of American Literary Realism
and Studies in American Naturalism
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A Companion to the Works
of Elizabeth Strout
KATHERINE MONTWIELER

Including an exclusive interview with bestselling American
novelist Elizabeth Strout, this groundbreaking study will engage
literature scholars and general readers alike.

Written in accessible language, this book is the first to offer a sustained analysis
of Elizabeth Strout’s work. A recipient of the Pulitzer Prize and the O. Henry
Award, among other accolades, Strout has achieved a vast popular following as
well. At the height of her literary powers as a chronicler of American life and
particularly the lives of American women, Strout is currently enjoying both commercial and critical success. Her sales and perennial presence on book club lists
indicate a tremendous impact on the popular realm and the growing attention to
her in academia charts her importance in American letters. This book will satisfy
readers looking for a serious, in-depth introduction to Strout’s work, as well as
those interested in women’s writing, contemporary fiction, ethics, and literature.
It includes a new interview with Strout in which she discusses these issues.
Montwieler traces the evolution of Strout’s voice, themes, and characters,
which uniquely address American twenty-first-century feminine perspectives
and sensibilities. From classic domestic spats between a mother and daughter
to hate crimes aimed at mosques, from sweeping forays into decades past to
snapshots of contemporary life, Strout compassionately portrays humanity at its
most brutal and its most intimate. Though her canvas is vast, her eye for detail is
astute and her ear for nuance is keen. Looking across Strout’s work, Montwieler
explores how she portrays the endurance of hope, the complexities of family, the
effects of trauma on individuals and communities, the sustaining power of the
natural world, and the effects of place on personal and collective character.

SEPTEMBER 264 pp. 5½ × 8½ in.
paper 978-0-8040-1241-6 $26.95 t
cloth 978-0-8040-1240-9 $55.00 t
ebook 978-0-8040-4122-5 $26.99 t
KATHERINE MONTWIELER is an awardwinning professor at the University of North
Carolina Wilmington. She has published on
Jane Austen, Charlotte Brontë, Emily Brontë,
Charles Dickens, Letitia Landon, and Mary
Shelley.

Strout’s creations cultivate empathy in her readers, teaching them to be attuned
to the suffering of others and to the human need for connection. Across her
work and in the new interview included within this book, Strout shows her
readers that they are not alone in this impersonal, often violent world. The connection that acknowledges our limitations, our woundedness, our capability to
do harm, our remorse, and our recognition of beauty and humor distinguishes
Strout’s unique contribution to contemporary American letters.

“Companion is the appropriate word for Katherine Montwieler’s study of the
works of Elizabeth Strout. With her careful analysis and gentle invitation to
notice, among other things, the ‘quiet kindnesses, unexpected acts of grace’
of Strout’s characters, the author makes space in this book for enthusiastic
readers, fans, and scholars alike to honor Strout’s stories and their centrality
to our contemporary literary landscape.”
—Cecilia Conchar Farr, dean, College of Liberal and Creative Arts,
West Liberty University
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recent poetry

English Lit
Poems
BERNARD CLAY
144 pp. 6 × 8¾ in.
paper 978-1-7352242-7-5 $18.95 t
ebook 978-1-7352242-6-8 $18.99 t

Bread of the Moment
Poems
DAVID SANDERS
70 pp. 5½ × 8½ in.
paper 978-0-8040-1233-1 $17.95 t
ebook 978-0-8040-4118-8 $17.99 t

HOLLIS SUMMERS POETRY PRIZE

selected by rebecca morgan frank

selected by stephen dunn

selected by maggie smith

Terra Incognita

Flying through a Hole
in the Storm

The Audible and the Evident

Poems

SARA HENNING

Poems

JULIE HANSON

84 pp. 5½ × 8½ in.
paper 978-0-8214-2475-9 $17.95 t
ebook 978-0-8214-4773-4 $17.99 t
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FLEDA BROWN
88 pp. 5½ × 8½ in.
paper 978-0-8214-2444-5 $15.95 t
ebook 978-0-8214-4736-9 $15.99 t

Poems

96 pp. 5½ × 8½ in.
paper 978-0-8214-2415-5 $17.95 t
ebook 978-0-8214-4095-7 $17.99 t

poetry

Alone in the House of My Heart
Poems
KARI GUNTER-SEYMOUR

Deeply rooted in respect and compassion for Appalachia and its
people, these poems are both paeans to and dirges for past and
present family, farmlands, factories, and coal.

Kari Gunter-Seymour’s second full-length collection resounds with candid, lyrical
poems about Appalachia’s social and geographical afflictions and affirmations.
History, culture, and community shape the physical and personal landscapes
of Gunter-Seymour’s native southeastern Ohio soil, scarred by Big Coal and
fracking, while food insecurity and Big Pharma leave their marks on the region’s
people. A musicality of language swaddles each poem in hope and a determination to endure. Alone in the House of My Heart offers what only art can: a series
of thought-provoking images that evoke such a clear sense of place that it’s
familiar to anyone, regardless of where they call home.
“The poems of Kari Gunter-Seymour’s Alone in the House of My Heart are
ragged with loss, yet sustained by all they take in through the senses, from
Mother’s ‘cat-eye glasses, Pentecostal bun,’ whispering ‘loud enough / for the
soprano section to hear,’ to ‘collards and heirloom tomatoes / strapped to
stakes like sinners / begging the lash.’ As the details accrue, they generate a
place conjured by memory, the Appalachia of the speaker’s upbringing, where
she nested in the loft of the barn in the hay, ‘spicy sweet,’ and where canned
fruit cocktail is the ultimate delicacy. Still, it is a place sowed with the seeds
of its own undoing—fracking, coal dust, addiction. Language itself is somehow larger even than the consciousness that creates it, more expansive than
right and wrong, and ‘free of the splintery / cold of our foolish selves,’ poetry,
which here is synonymous with hard-won love.”
—Diane Seuss, author of frank: sonnets, winner of the 2022 Pulitzer Prize
and National Book Critics Circle Award
“Kari Gunter-Seymour’s poems are full of passion: passion for people, passion
for place, passion for imagination. Her images are ‘pinpricks gray and blue’
that inhabit us as readers, feed us strength, and give us history—the good,
the bad, and the triumphant. In poem after poem, [she] gives us a map to the
unsayable and the courage to say it. She knows the pleasures of daily living,
the dignity of grieving, and the terror of loss. She knows that when ‘the alcohol has stopped working,’ all we have are words to get us by, get us through,
and get us over.”

SEPTEMBER 104 pp. 5½ × 8½ in.
paper 978-0-8040-1243-0 $17.95 t
ebook 978-0-8040-4123-2 $17.99 t

KARI GUNTER-SEYMOUR is the 2020–24
poet laureate of Ohio and the author of A
Place So Deep inside America It Can’t Be Seen. A
ninth-generation Appalachian, she is the editor of I Thought I Heard a Cardinal Sing: Ohio’s
Appalachian Voices and the founder and host
of the seasonal performance series Spoken &
Heard. Her poems have appeared in the New
York Times, New Ohio Review, One, Rattle, and
numerous other publications.

— Allison Joseph, author of Confessions of a Barefaced Woman
“A deeply moving portrayal of family and home, inheritance and loss, written
by a poet whose gift is to insist ‘ordinary things be somehow more.’”
—Ellen Bass, author of Indigo
“These poems stubbornly celebrate the people and landscape of Appalachia;
they are American, melancholy, life loving, and funny as hell. I wish I could
quote every word of ‘An Appalachian Woman’s Guide to Beer Drinking’ here,
but you’ll just have to read it for yourself.”
—Alison Luterman, author of In the Time of Great Fires
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new in trade
fiction

new in paperback
Allegiance
Stories
GURNEY NORMAN
232 pp. 6¼ × 9¼ in.
paper 978-1-9568550-2-9 $19.95 t

Spanning forty years of work, Allegiance is an autobiography told through stories—a rich
personal journey into Gurney Norman’s life, place, and consciousness. In classic short
stories, lyrical meditations, folktales, dreamscapes, and stream of consciousness writing,
Norman imaginatively weaves together the threads of his life.

nature

spiritualism | us history

Common Mosses, Liverworts,
and Lichens of Ohio

new in paperback

A Visual Guide
ROBERT KLIPS
392 pp. 7 × 10 in. 936 color illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2473-5 $39.95 t
ebook 978-0-8214-4771-0 $39.99 t
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Enchanted Ground

juvenile fiction

The Freethinker’s Daughter
A Novel

The Spirit Room of Jonathan Koons

JENNY O’NEILL

SHARON HATFIELD

216 pp. 5½ × 8½ in.

360 pp. 6 × 9 in. 27 b&w illus.

paper 978-1-9568550-0-5 $17.95 t
ebook 978-1-9568550-1-2 $17.99 t

paper 978-0-8040-1239-3 $19.95 t

new in trade
photography

Photographs from Detroit, 1975–2019
BRUCE HARKNESS
JOHN J. BUKOWCZYK, ed.
200 pp. 12 × 9 in. 174 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8040-1238-6 $29.95 t

With these intimate social documentary photographs and oral
histories, Bruce Harkness and John J. Bukowczyk have sensitively collaborated with and amplified the stories of Detroit’s often overlooked
people and lost neighborhoods. The result is an unforgettable portrait
of Detroit’s hard-won resiliency.

best sellers in us history and politics

now an ebook

The Long Red Thread

Notes of Debates in the Federal
Convention of 1787

How Democratic Dominance Gave Way to
Republican Advantage in US House Elections

JAMES MADISON
718 pp. 6 × 9 in.
ebook 978-0-8214-4386-6 $34.99 s

KYLE KONDIK
160 pp. 6 × 9 in.
paper 978-0-8214-2442-1 $24.95 t
ebook 978-0-8214-4734-5 $24.99 t
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An Ordinary Life?
The Journeys of Tonia Lechtman, 1918–1996
ANNA MÜLLER

One woman’s national, political, ethnic, social, and personal
identities impart an extraordinary perspective on the histories
of Europe, Polish Jews, Communism, activism, and survival
during the twentieth century.
Tonia Lechtman was a Jew, a loving mother and wife, a Polish patriot, a committed Communist, and a Holocaust survivor. Throughout her life these identities
brought her to multiple countries—Poland, Palestine, Spain, France, Germany,
Switzerland, and Israel—during some of the most pivotal and cataclysmic
decades of the twentieth century. In most of those places, she lived on the margins of society while working to promote Communism and trying to create a safe
space for her small children.
JANUARY 376 pp. 6 × 9 in. 28 b&w illus.
cloth 978-0-8214-2497-1 $50.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4782-6 $49.99 s

polish and polishamerican studies series
John J. Bukowczyk, series editor

ANNA MÜLLER is the Frank and Mary
Padzieski Endowed Professor in Polish/Polish
American/Eastern European Studies at the
University of Michigan-Dearborn. She is the
author of If the Walls Could Speak: Inside a
Women’s Prison in Communist Poland and is a
former curator at the Museum of the Second
World War in Gdańsk, Poland.

Born in 1918, Lechtman became fascinated with Communism in her early youth.
In 1935, to avoid the consequences of her political activism in an increasingly antiSemitic and hostile political environment, the family moved to Palestine, where
Tonia met her future husband, Sioma. In 1937, the couple traveled to Spain to participate in the Spanish Civil War. After discovering she was pregnant, Lechtman
relocated to France while Sioma joined the International Brigades. She spent
the Second World War in Europe, traveling with her children between France,
Germany, and Switzerland, at times only miraculously avoiding arrest and being
transported east to Nazi camps. After the war, she returned to Poland, where
she planned to (re)build Communist Poland. However, soon after her arrival she
was imprisoned for six years. In 1971, under pressure from her children, Lechtman
emigrated from Poland to Israel, where she died in 1996.
In writing Lechtman’s life story, Anna Müller has consulted a rich collection of
primary source material, including archival documentation, private documents
and photographs, interviews from different periods of Lechtman’s life, and
personal correspondence. Despite this intimacy, Müller also acknowledges key
historiographical questions arising from the lacunae of lost materials, the selective preservation of others, and her own interpretive work translating a life into
a life story.

related titles

Writing the Polish American
Woman in Postwar Ethnic Fiction
GRAŻYNA J. KOZACZKA
292 pp. 6 × 9 in. 7 b&w illus.
cloth 978-0-8214-2339-4 $50.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4644-7 $49.99 s
polish and polish-american studies series

The Grasinski Girls
The Choices They Had and
the Choices They Made
MARY PATRICE ERDMANS
290 pp. 6 × 9 in.
paper 978-0-8214-1582-5 $32.00 s
cloth 978-0-8214-1581-8 $50.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4161-9 $31.99 s
polish and polish-american studies series
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Written Out
The Silencing of Regina Gelana Twala
JOEL CABRITA

Systemic racism and sexism caused one of South Africa’s most
important writers to disappear from public consciousness. Is it
possible to justly restore her historical presence?

Regina Gelana Twala, a Black South African woman who died in 1968 in Swaziland (now Eswatini), was an extraordinarily prolific writer of books, columns,
articles, and letters. Yet today Twala’s name is largely unknown. Her literary
achievements are forgotten. Her books are unpublished. Her letters languish in
the dusty study of a deceased South African academic. Her articles are buried in
discontinued publications.
Joel Cabrita argues that Twala’s posthumous obscurity has not developed
accidentally as she exposes the ways prejudices around race and gender blocked
Black African women like Twala from establishing themselves as successful writers. Drawing upon Twala’s family papers, interviews, newspapers, and archival
records from Pretoria, Uppsala, and Los Angeles, Cabrita argues that an entire
cast of characters—censorious editors, territorial White academics, apartheid
officials, and male African politicians whose politics were at odds with her own—
conspired to erase Twala’s legacy. Through her unique documentary output,
Twala marked herself as a radical voice on issues of gender, race, and class. The
literary gatekeepers of the racist and sexist society of twentieth-century southern Africa clamped down by literally writing her out of the region’s history.
Written Out also scrutinizes the troubled racial politics of African history as a
discipline that has been historically dominated by White academics, a situation
that many people within the field are now examining critically. Inspired by this
recent movement, Cabrita interrogates what it means for her—a White historian
based in the Northern Hemisphere—to tell the story of a Black African woman.
Far from a laudable “recovery” of an important lost figure, Cabrita acknowledges
that her biography inevitably reproduces old dynamics of White scholarly privilege and dominance. Cabrita’s narration of Twala’s career resurrects it but also
reminds us that Twala, tragically, is still not the author of her own life story.

JANUARY 344 pp. 5½ × 8½ in. 31 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2507-7 $36.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4789-5 $36.99 s

JOEL CABRITA is Susan Ford Dorsey Director
of the Center for African Studies and an associate professor of African history at Stanford
University. Her work focuses on religion, gender, and the politics of knowledge production
in Africa and globally. She is the author of Text
and Authority in the South African Nazaretha
Church and The People’s Zion: Southern Africa,
the United States, and a Transatlantic FaithHealing Movement.

“An exemplary historical biography that will have ramifications well beyond the
boundaries of African history.”
—Ato Quayson, Jean G. and Morris M. Doyle Professor in Interdisciplinary
Studies and professor of English at Stanford University
“A marvelously clever biography. . . . Twala’s life is rendered in technicolor and so
too are the processes that almost buried her bright, shining light. An important
and beautifully told tale of ‘sanctioned forgetting,’ and glorious remembering.”
—Sisonke Msimang, author of The Resurrection of Winnie Mandela
“A significant contribution to African feminist scholarship and intellectual
history. . . . Cabrita lays bare the underlying forces of racism and sexism that
conspire to silence Black women in history.”
—Ainehi Edoro, founder and editor of Brittle Paper
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african studies | language

A Language for the World
The Standardization of Swahili
MORGAN J. ROBINSON

This intellectual history of Standard Swahili explores the
long-term, intertwined processes of standard making and
community creation in the historical, political, and cultural
contexts of East Africa and beyond.

NOVEMBER 312 pp. 6 × 9 in. 13 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2495-7 $34.95 s
cloth 978-0-8214-2494-0 $80.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4781-9 $34.99 s

new african histories

Jean Allman, Allan F. Isaacman,
Derek R. Peterson, and Carina Ray,
series editors

MORGAN J. ROBINSON is an assistant
professor of history at Mississippi State
University and a 2021–22 recipient of a postdoctoral Humboldt Research Fellowship at
the Institute for Asian and African Studies at
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. Her research
and publishing interests include East Africa,
language, standardization, time, creativity,
and learning.

Morgan J. Robinson argues that the portability of Standard Swahili has contributed to its wide use not only across the African continent but also around the
globe. The book pivots on the question of whether standardized versions of
African languages have empowered or oppressed. It is inevitable that the selection and promotion of one version of a language as standard—a move typically
associated with missionaries and colonial regimes—negatively affected those
whose language was suddenly deemed nonstandard. Before reconciling the
consequences of codification, however, Robinson argues that one must seek
to understand the process itself. The history of Standard Swahili demonstrates
how events, people, and ideas move rapidly and sometimes surprisingly between
linguistic, political, social, or temporal categories.
Robinson conducted her research in Zanzibar, mainland Tanzania, and the United
Kingdom. Organized around periods of conversation, translation, and codification from 1864 to 1964, the book focuses on the intellectual history of Swahili’s
standardization. The story begins in mid-nineteenth-century Zanzibar, home of
missionaries, formerly enslaved students, and a printing press, and concludes
on the mainland in the mid-twentieth century, as nationalist movements added
Standard Swahili to their anticolonial and nation-building toolkits. This outcome
was not predetermined, however, and Robinson offers a new context for the
strong emotions that the language continues to evoke in East Africa.
The history of Standard Swahili is not one story, but rather the connected stories
of multiple communities contributing to the production of knowledge. The
book reflects this multiplicity by including the narratives of colonial officials
and anticolonial nationalists; East African clerks, students, newspaper editors,
editorialists, and their readers; and library patrons, academic linguists, formerly
enslaved children, and missionary preachers. The book reconstructs these stories
on their own terms and reintegrates them into a new composite that demonstrates the central place of language in the history of East Africa and beyond.

related titles

The Story of Swahili

Talkative Polity

JOHN M. MUGANE

Radio, Domination, and Citizenship in Uganda

332 pp. 6 × 9 in.

FLORENCE BRISSET-FOUCAULT

paper 978-0-89680-293-3 $29.95 s
cloth 978-0-89680-292-6 $75.00 s
ebook 978-0-89680-489-0 $29.99 s

334 pp. 6 × 9 in.

africa in world history
Todd Cleveland, David Robinson, and
Elizabeth Schmidt, series editors
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cloth 978-0-8214-2377-6 $80.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4666-9 $79.99 s
cambridge center of african studies series
Adam Branch and Emma Hunter, series editors

african studies | religion

Convening Black Intimacy
Christianity, Gender, and Tradition in Early
Twentieth-Century South Africa
NATASHA ERLANK

An unprecedented study of how Christianity reshaped Black
South Africans’ ideas about gender, sexuality, marriage, and
family during the first half of the twentieth century.

This book demonstrates that the primary affective force in the construction of
modern Black intimate life in early twentieth-century South Africa was not the
commonly cited influx of migrant workers but rather the spread of Christianity. During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, African converts
adopted and molded ideas derived from colonial encounters with Europe and
refashioned them as part of the identity of Black middle-class Christians. They
created a new conception of intimate life that shaped ideas about sexuality, gender roles, and morality. This shift had uneven effects, not all of them favorable,
for men and women.
Although the reshaping of Black intimacy occurred first among educated
Africans who aspired to middle-class status, by the 1950s it included all Black
Christians—60 percent of the Black South African population. In turn, certain
Black traditions and customs were central to the acceptance of sexual modernity,
which gained traction because it included practices such as lobola, in which a
bridegroom demonstrates his gratitude by transferring property to his bride’s
family. While the ways of understanding intimacy that Christianity informed
enjoyed broad appeal because they partially aligned with traditional ways, other
individuals were drawn to how the new ideas broke with tradition. In either case,
Natasha Erlank argues that what Black South Africans regard today as tradition
has been unequivocally altered by Christianity.
In asserting the paramount influence of Christianity on unfolding ideas about
family, gender, and marriage in Black South Africa, Erlank challenges social historians who have attributed the key factor to be the migrant labor system. Erlank
draws from a wide range of sources, including popular Black literature and the
Black press, African church and mission archives, and records of the South African law courts, which she argues have been underutilized in histories of South
Africa. The book is sure to attract historians and other scholars interested in the
history of African Christianity, African families, sexuality, and the social history of
law, especially colonial law.

NOVEMBER 280 pp. 6 × 9 in. 12 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2499-5 $34.95 s
cloth 978-0-8214-2498-8 $80.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4784-0 $34.99 s

new african histories

Jean Allman, Allan F. Isaacman,
Derek R. Peterson, and Carina Ray,
series editors
NATASHA ERLANK is a professor of history at
the University of Johannesburg. Her research
interests lie in the history of gender, marriage,
and sexuality in Africa, within the broader context of colonialism and Christianity. Her new
work examines the history of reproductive
health in Africa from the 1940s to the 1990s.

“Convening Black Intimacy skillfully situates Christian belief as pivotal to
gender and sexual transformations in twentieth-century South Africa. By
exploring both conservative and emancipatory strains of Christian thought
and practice, Natasha Erlank powerfully reveals African intellectual debates
and intimate relations as deeply intertwined domains. This is an important
contribution to African intellectual history and gender history.”
—Lynn M. Thomas, author of Beneath the Surface: A Transnational History of Skin
Lighteners and Politics of the Womb: Women, Reproduction, and the State in Kenya
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recent new african histories
To Speak and Be Heard
Seeking Good Government in
Uganda, ca. 1500–2015
HOLLY ELISABETH HANSON
232 pp. 6 × 9 in. 16 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2491-9 $34.95 s
cloth 978-0-8214-2443-8 $80.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4735-2 $34.99 s

Carceral Afterlives
Prisons, Detention, and Punishment
in Postcolonial Uganda
KATHERINE BRUCE-LOCKHART
302 pp. 6 × 9 in. 16 b&w illus.

“A landmark book in African history.”
—David L. Schoenbrun, author of
The Names of the Python:
Belonging in East Africa,
900 to 1930

“Painstakingly researched, unparalleled
on many levels, and a must-read book.”

paper 978-0-8214-2478-0 $36.95 s
cloth 978-0-8214-2477-3 $80.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4774-1 $36.99 s

—Nakanyike B. Musisi, coauthor of
Decentralisation and Transformation of
Governance in Uganda

Spear
Mandela and the Revolutionaries
PAUL S. LANDAU
372 pp. 6 × 9 in. 1 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2479-7 $36.95 t
cloth 978-0-8214-2470-4 $80.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4769-7 $36.99 s
world rights except sadc

Animality and Colonial
Subjecthood in Africa
The Human and Nonhuman Creatures of Nigeria
SAHEED ADERINTO
340 pp. 6 × 9 in. 29 b&w illus.

“Spear is an astonishing breakthrough
achievement.”
—Tom Lodge, author of Sharpeville: An
Apartheid Massacre and Its Consequences
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“A tour de force set to change the
trajectory of African historiography.”
—Jane Carruthers, author of National Park
Science: A Century of Research
in South Africa

paper 978-0-8214-2476-6 $36.95 s
cloth 978-0-8214-2469-8 $80.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4768-0 $36.99 s

african studies

African Activists of the Twentieth Century
Hani, Maathai, Mpama/Palmer, Saro-Wiwa
HUGH MACMILLAN, TABITHA KANOGO, ROBERT R. EDGAR,
ROY DORON, AND TOYIN FALOLA

An omnibus collection of concise and up-to-date biographies of
four influential figures from modern African history.

Chris Hani hugh macmillan
Chris Hani was one of the most highly respected leaders of the African National
Congress, the South African Communist Party, and uMkhonto we Sizwe. His
assassination in 1993 threatened to upset the country’s transition to democracy
and prompted an intervention by Nelson Mandela that ultimately accelerated
apartheid’s demise.

Wangari Maathai tabitha kanogo
This concise biography tells the story of Wangari Maathai, the Kenyan activist
and Nobel Peace Prize winner who devoted her life to campaigning for environmental conservation, sustainable development, democracy, human rights, gender
equality, and the eradication of poverty.

Josie Mpama/Palmer: Get Up and Get Moving robert r. edgar
Highly critical of the patriarchal attitudes that hindered Black women’s political activism, South Africa’s Josie Mpama/Palmer was an outspoken advocate
for women’s social and political equality, a member of the Communist Party of
South Africa, and an antiapartheid activist.

Ken Saro-Wiwa roy doron and toyin falola
A penetrating, accessible portrait of the Nigerian activist whose execution
galvanized the world. Ken Saro-Wiwa became a martyr and symbolized modern
Africans’ struggle against military dictatorship, corporate power, and environmental exploitation.

related titles
African Leaders of the
Twentieth Century
Biko, Selassie, Lumumba, Sankara
624 pp. 4¼ × 7 in.
paper 978-0-8214-2161-1 $34.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4528-0 $34.99 s

African Leaders of the
Twentieth Century, Volume 2
Cabral, Machel, Mugabe, Sirleaf
840 pp. 4¼ × 7 in. 50 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2474-2 $36.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4772-7 $36.99 s
world rights except sadc and
eastern africa

NOVEMBER 750 pp. 4¼ × 7 in. 28 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2514-5 $36.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4791-8 $36.99 s
world rights except sadc

ohio short histories of africa
Daniel Magaziner, Michelle R. Moyd, Moses
Ochonu, and Carina Ray, series editors

HUGH MACMILLAN is a research associate
at the African Studies Centre, Oxford University and has published widely on the history of
the ANC and other southern African topics.
TABITHA KANOGO is a professor of history
at the University of California, Berkeley. She is
the author of African Womanhood in Colonial
Kenya, 1900–50, and Squatters and the Roots of
Mau Mau.
ROBERT R. EDGAR is a professor of African
studies at Howard University and the editor of
An African American in South Africa: The Travel
Notes of Ralph J. Bunche.
ROY DORON is an associate professor of history at Winston-Salem State University, where
he examines the intersection of war, ethnicity,
and identity formation in postcolonial Africa.
TOYIN FALOLA is Jacob and Frances Sanger
Mossiker Chair in the Humanities, a University Distinguished Teaching Professor at the
University of Texas at Austin, and the author
or coauthor of dozens of books
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african studies | new in paperback
Africanizing Oncology
Creativity, Crisis, and Cancer in Uganda
MARISSA MIKA
SEPTEMBER 248 pp. 6 × 9 in. 9 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2509-1 $34.95 s

new african histories
Jean Allman, Derek R. Petersen, Allen F.
Isaacman, and Carina Ray, series editors

Finding Dr. Livingstone
A History in Documents from the
Henry Morton Stanley Archives
MATHILDE LEDUC-GRIMALDI and
JAMES L. NEWMAN, eds.
OCTOBER 560 pp. 7 × 10 in. 29 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2513-8 $49.95 s
“A landmark study on the history—and
future—of global oncology.”
— Carlo Caduff, author of The Pandemic
Perhaps: Dramatic Events in a
Public Culture of Danger

“A superbly edited volume.”
— Dane Kennedy, author of The Last Blank
Spaces: Exploring Africa and Australia

Apartheid’s Black Soldiers
Un-national Wars and Militaries in Southern Africa
LENNART BOLLIGER
OCTOBER 240 pp. 6 × 9 in. 4 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2511-4 $34.95 s

war and militarism in african history
Alicia C. Decker and Giacomo Macola, series editors

War and Society in Colonial
Zambia, 1939–1953
ALFRED TEMBO
SEPTEMBER 256 pp. 6 × 9 in. 2 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2510-7 $34.95 s

war and militarism in african history
Alicia C. Decker and Giacomo Macola, series editors
“This is an important book [that] will add
immeasurably to our understanding of
war in southern Africa.”
— Jacob S. T. Dlamini, author of
Safari Nation: A Social History
of the Kruger National Park
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“Essential reading for students and
scholars with an interest in the effects
of the [Second World War] in a colonial
context.”
— Andrew Cohen, coauthor of
Labour and Economic Change in
Southern Africa, c.1900–2000:
Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi

african studies | new ebooks
Africa Writes Back
The African Writers Series and the
Launch of African Literature
JAMES CURREY
OCTOBER 320 pp. 6 × 9 in.
ebook 978-0-8214-4792-5 $32.99 s

African Womanhood in
Colonial Kenya, 1900–1950
TABITHA KANOGO
OCTOBER 560 pp. 7 × 10 in. 29 b&w illus.
ebook 978-0-8214-4794-9 $32.99 s

eastern african studies

“An irreplaceable reference.”
—Research in African Literatures

“The most interesting general Kenyan
social history that I have had the
pleasure to read for many years.”
—John Lonsdale, coauthor of Unhappy
Valley: Conflict in Kenya and Africa

West African Challenge to Empire
Culture and History in the VoltaBani Anticolonial War
MAHIR ŞAUL and PATRICK ROYER
OCTOBER 440 pp. 6 × 9 in.
ebook 978-0-8214-4118-3 $36.99 s

Pioneers of Change in Ethiopia
The Reformist Intellectuals of the
Early Twentieth Century
BAHRU ZEWDE
OCTOBER 288 pp. 6 × 9 in.
ebook 978-0-8214-4793-2 $34.99 s

eastern african studies
“A must read for any scholar interested in
the military and social history of colonial rule in Africa.”
—International Journal of African
Historical Studies

“Bahru Zewde has written slender but
substantial book with admirable concision, clarity, and even-handedness.
—African Studies Review
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indian ocean studies | us history

Yankees in the Indian Ocean
American Commerce and Whaling, 1786–1860
JANE HOOPER

The history of US imperialism remains incomplete without this
consideration of long-overlooked nineteenth-century American
commercial and whaling ventures in the Indian Ocean.

AUGUST 258 pp. 6 × 9 in. 1 b&w illus.
cloth 978-0-8214-2508-4 $90.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4790-1 $89.99 s

indian ocean studies series
Richard B. Allen, series editor

JANE HOOPER is an associate professor in
the Department of History and Art History at
George Mason University. She is the author
of Feeding Globalization: Madagascar and
the Provisioning Trade, 1600–1800, also from
Ohio University Press. Her scholarly interests
include piracy, queens, and slave trading in the
Indian Ocean.

also by jane hooper
Feeding Globalization
Madagascar and the Provisioning Trade,
1600–1800
352 pp. 6 × 8 in. 6 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2254-0 $36.95 s
cloth 978-0-8214-2253-3 $90.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4594-5 $36.99 s
indian ocean studies series
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Yankees in the Indian Ocean shows how nineteenth-century American merchant
and whaler activity in the Indian Ocean shaped the imperial future of the United
States, influenced the region’s commerce, encouraged illegal slaving, and contributed to environmental degradation. For a brief time, Americans outnumbered
other Western visitors to Mauritius, Madagascar, Zanzibar, and the East African
littoral. In a relentless search for commodities and provisions, American whaleships landed at islands throughout the ocean and stripped them of resources. Yet
Americans failed to develop a permanent foothold in the region and operated
instead from a position of weakness relative to other major colonizing powers,
thus discouraging the development of American imperial holdings there.
The history of American concerns in the Indian Ocean world remains largely
unwritten. Scholars who focus on the region have mostly ignored American
involvement, despite arguments for the ocean’s importance in powering global
connections during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Historians of the United States likewise have failed to examine the western Indian
Ocean because of a preoccupation with US interests in Asia and the Pacific.
Failing to understand the scale of American trade in the Indian Ocean has led to
a fixation on European commercial strength to the exclusion of other maritime
networks. Instead, this book reveals how the people of Madagascar and East
Africa helped the United States briefly dominate commerce and whaling.
This book investigates how and why Americans were drawn to the western
Indian Ocean years before the United States established a formal overseas
empire in the late nineteenth century. Ship logs, sailor journals, and travel narratives reveal how American men transformed foreign land- and seascapes into
knowable spaces that confirmed American conceptions of people and natural
resources; these sources also provide insight into the complex social and ecological worlds of the Indian Ocean during this critical time.

“A welcome addition to scholarship on American expansion and Indian Ocean
history. . . . Jane Hooper succeeds admirably.”
—Edward A. Alpers, author of The Indian Ocean in World History
“Long acknowledged but only cursorily explored, the presence of American
merchants in the western Indian Ocean has finally been given its due in this
fine examination of their brief but consequential maritime engagement with
the islands and coasts of East Africa and Madagascar.
—Pedro Machado, coeditor of Pearls, People, and Power:
Pearling and Indian Ocean Worlds

victorian studies

Textile Orientalisms
Cashmere and Paisley Shawls in British Literature and Culture
SUCHITRA CHOUDHURY

The first major study of Cashmere and Paisley shawls in
nineteenth-century British literature, this book shows how they
came to represent both high fashion and the British Empire.

During the late eighteenth century, Cashmere shawls from the Indian subcontinent began arriving in Britain. At first, these luxury goods were tokens
of wealth and prestige. Subsequently, affordable copies known as “Paisley”
shawls were mass-produced in British factories, most notably in the Scottish
town of the same name. Textile Orientalisms is the first full-length study of
these shawls in British literature of the extended nineteenth century. Attentive
to the juxtaposition of objects and their descriptions, the book analyzes the
British obsession with Indian shawls through a convergence of postcolonial,
literary, and cultural theories.
Surveying a wide range of materials—plays, poems, satires, novels, advertisements, and archival sources—Suchitra Choudhury argues that while Cashmere
and Paisley shawls were popular accoutrements in Romantic and Victorian
Britain, their significance was not limited to fashion. Instead, as visible symbols
of British expansion, for many imaginative writers they emerged as metaphorical sites reflecting the pleasures and anxieties of the empire. Attentive to new
theorizations of history, fashion, colonialism, and gender, the book offers innovative readings of works by Sir Walter Scott, Wilkie Collins, William Thackeray,
Frederick Niven, and Elizabeth Inchbald. In determining a key status for shawls
in nineteenth-century literature, Textile Orientalisms reformulates the place of
fashion and textiles in imperial studies.
The book’s distinction rests primarily on three accounts. First, in presenting
an original and extended discussion of Cashmere and Paisley shawls, Choudhury offers a new way of interpreting the British Empire. Second, by tracing
how shawls represented the social and imperial experience, she argues for an
associative link between popular consumption and the domestic experience of
colonialism on the one hand and a broader evocation of texts and textiles on the
other. Finally, discussions about global objects during the Victorian period tend
to overlook that imperial Britain not only imported goods but also produced their
copies and imitations on an industrial scale. By identifying the corporeal tropes
of authenticity and imitation that lay at the heart of nineteenth-century imaginative production, Choudhury’s work points to a new direction in critical studies.

JANUARY 248 pp. 6 × 9 in. 12 b&w illus.
cloth 978-0-8214-2500-8 $80.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4785-7 $79.99 s

series in victorian studies

Joseph McLaughlin and Elizabeth Carolyn Miller,
series editors

SUCHITRA CHOUDHURY is a research fellow supported by the William Lind Foundation
at the University of Glasgow and an independent scholar. Her articles have appeared
in Textile History and Victorian Literature and
Culture. She is the cocurator of the display
Paisley Shawls in Literature at Scotland’s Paisley Museum (2023).

“The definitive work on the subject of Cashmere and Paisley shawls in all of
their intricate significances within eighteenth- and nineteenth-century English history and fiction. . . . Magisterial.”
—Deborah Denenholz Morse, Sara E. Nance Professor of English,
College of William & Mary
“An original and arresting piece of scholarship. . . . It should find a wide readership among those interested in fashion and the novel, literary critics, and
cultural and imperial historians alike.”
—Kate Teltscher, author of India Inscribed: European and
British Writing on India, 1600–1800
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public health | appalachia

Masks, Misinformation, and Making Do
Appalachian Health-Care Workers and the COVID-19 Pandemic
WENDY WELCH, ed.

The firsthand pandemic experiences of rural health-care
providers—who were already burdened when COVID -19
hit—raise questions about the future of public health and
health-care delivery.
This volume comprises the COVID-19 pandemic experiences of Appalachian
health-care workers, including frontline providers, administrators, and educators. The combined narrative reveals how governmental and corporate policies
exacerbated the region’s injustices, stymied response efforts, and increased the
death toll.

JANUARY 224 pp. 5½ × 8½ in. 10 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2502-2 $24.95 s
cloth 978-0-8214-2501-5 $49.95 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4786-4 $24.99 s

Beginning with an overview of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and its impact on the body,
the essays in the book’s first section provide background material and contextualize the subsequent explosion of telemedicine, the pandemic’s impact on
medical education, and its relationship to systemic racism and related disparities
in mental health treatment.
Next, first-person narratives from diverse perspectives recount the pandemic’s
layered stresses, including
• the scramble for ventilators, masks, and other personal protective
equipment

WENDY WELCH is the executive director
of the Southwest Virginia Graduate Medical
Education Consortium and the author, coauthor, or editor of six books, including Fall or Fly:
The Strangely Hopeful Story of Foster Care and
Adoption in Appalachia.

• the neighbors, friends, and family members who flouted public-health
mandates, convinced that COVID-19 was a hoax

CONTRIBUTORS
Lucas Aidukaitis
Clay Anderson
Tammy Bannister
Alli Delp
Lynn Elliott
Monika Holbein
Laura Hungerford
Nikki King
Brittany Landore
Jeffrey J. LeBoeuf

• not only the battle against the virus but also the growing suspicion and
even physical abuse from patients convinced that doctors and nurses
were trying to kill them
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• the added burden the virus leveled on patients whose health was already
compromised by cancer, diabetes, or addiction
• the acute ways the pandemic’s arrival exacerbated interpersonal and
systemic racism that Black and other health-care workers of color bear

These visceral, personal experiences of how Appalachian health-care workers
responded to the pandemic amid the nation’s deeply polarized political discourse
will shape the historical record of this “unprecedented time” and provide a
glimpse into the future of rural medicine

environmental studies

Toxic Timescapes
Examining Toxicity across Time and Space
SIMONE M. MÜLLER and MAY-BRITH OHMAN NIELSEN, eds.

An interdisciplinary environmental humanities volume that
explores human-environment relationships on our permanently
polluted planet.

While toxicity and pollution are ever present in modern daily life, politicians,
juridical systems, media outlets, scholars, and the public alike show great difficulty
in detecting, defining, monitoring, or generally coming to terms with them. This
volume’s contributors argue that the source of this difficulty lies in the struggle to
make sense of the intersecting temporal and spatial scales working on the human
and more-than-human body, while continuing to acknowledge race, class, and
gender in terms of global environmental justice and social inequality.
The term toxic timescapes refers to this intricate intersectionality of time, space,
and bodies in relation to toxic exposure. As a tool of analysis, it unpacks linear
understandings of time and explores how harmful substances permeate temporal
and physical space as both event and process. It equips scholars with new ways of
creating data and conceptualizing the past, present, and future presence and possible effects of harmful substances and provides a theoretical framework for new
environmental narratives. To think in terms of toxic timescapes is to radically shift
our understanding of toxicants in the complex web of life.
Toxicity, pollution, and modes of exposure are never static; therefore, dose, timing,
velocity, mixture, frequency, and chronology matter as much as the geographic
location and societal position of those exposed. Together, these factors create
a specific toxic timescape that lies at the heart of each contributor’s narrative.
Contributors from the disciplines of history, human geography, science and technology studies, philosophy, and political ecology come together to demonstrate
the complex reality of a toxic existence. Their case studies span the globe as they
observe the intersection of multiple times and spaces at such diverse locations as
former battlefields in Vietnam, aging nuclear-weapon storage facilities in Greenland, waste deposits in southern Italy, chemical facilities along the Gulf of Mexico,
and coral-breeding laboratories across the world.
CONTRIBUTORS
Marco Armiero
Anna S. Antonova
David Biggs
Iris Borowy
Thom Davies
Malcom Ferdinand
Ilenia Iengo

Astrid Mignon Kirchhof
Anna-Katharina Laboissière
Jason Rhys Parry
Jesse D. Peterson
Michael Peterson
Kate Wright

DECEMBER 344 pp. 6 × 9 in. 20 b&w illus.
paper 978-0-8214-2504-6 $36.95 s
cloth 978-0-8214-2503-9 $80.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4787-1 $36.99 s

series in ecology and history
James L. A. Webb Jr., series editor

SIMONE M. MÜLLER is the director of the
DFG Emmy-Noether Research Group “Hazardous Travels: Ghost Acres and the Global Waste
Economy” at the Rachel Carson Center for
Environment and Society at Ludwig Maximilians Universität München. As a historian and
environmental humanities scholar, she works
at the intersection of globalization processes,
discards, and environmental justice.
MAY-BRITH OHMAN NIELSEN is a professor
of history and history didactics at the University of Agder and project leader of the research
group “Deadly Dreams: The Cultural History of
Poison, 1850–2020.” Her work in environmental
history and environmental humanities focuses
on pesticides in social, generational, and historical contexts.
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recent philosophy highlights
new in paperback

The Phenomenology of Pain
SAULIUS GENIUSAS
AUGUST 264 pp. 6 × 9 in.
paper 978-0-8214-2512-1 $36.95 t

series in continental thought
The Phenomenology of Pain is the first book-length investigation of its topic to appear in
English. Groundbreaking, systematic, and illuminating, it opens a dialogue between phenomenology and the sciences to argue that science alone cannot clarify the nature of pain
experience without incorporating a phenomenological approach.

winner of the edwin goodwin ballard prize in phenomenology
winner of the international institute of hermeneutics hermes award

Becoming a Place of Unrest

Motivation and the Primacy of Perception

Environmental Crisis and Ecophenomenological Praxis

Merleau-Ponty’s Phenomenology of Knowledge
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The Affection in Between
From Common Sense to Sensing in Common
APRIL FLAKNE

Exposing a fundamental but forgotten capacity to sense with
others, this fresh approach to ethics centers on expressive,
moving bodies in everyday affective encounters.

Common sense has yet to yield its golden promise: robust selves, a stable sense
of reality, and bonds of solidarity. The Affection in Between argues that reimagining common sense involves tackling two intractable philosophical puzzles
together: the problems of sensory integration and of “other minds.” Construing
common sense as either an individual cognitive capacity or a communal body of
beliefs and practices, as our tradition of philosophical and political thought has
done for too long, constricts possibilities of self and other, ethics and politics.
Neither register alone can evade political manipulation and deliver common
ground between confident yet unavoidably porous selves.
April Flakne begins with a novel interpretation of the neglected Aristotelian
concept of sunaisthesis, an embodied, interactive capacity to create overlapping meaning through the cultivation of a sensibility that is neither individual
nor communal but unfolds between bodies in movement. Bolstering Aristotle’s
concept with classical and contemporary phenomenology, including critical
phenomenology, empirical theories of social cognition, and affect theory, Flakne
offers fresh answers to a pressing and legitimate skepticism about selfhood and
the role that ethics might play in countering disorientation and manufactured
division. Through an exploration of the intimate experiences of birth, death,
caregiving, and mourning, Flakne brings the ethical and political aspects of interembodied interaction home and into lived experience.

“April N. Flakne’s book succeeds admirably to explain the complex terrain of
intercorporeality in its many dimensions and in the way it grounds common
sense in its intimate, social and political possibilities. A pleasure to read. Her
style is intimate, but precise, clear without sacrificing complexity. . . . poetic.”

OCTOBER 252 pp. 6 × 9 in.
cloth 978-0-8214-2496-4 $95.00 s
ebook 978-0-8214-4783-3 $94.99 s

series in continental thought
Hanne Jacobs, series editor

APRIL FLAKNE is a professor of philosophy
at New College of Florida. She has published
numerous articles and book chapters on
Aristotle, phenomenology, political philosophy,
and dance theory.

—Helen A. Fielding, author of Cultivating Perception through Artworks:
Phenomenological Enactments of Ethics, Politics, and Culture
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