
Penumbra



ix

Contents

Doppelgänger   1

One

Winter Ghazal   5
Diorama   6
The Neighbors Upstairs   9
The Lover   10
Ink   11
The Illusionist   12
The Artifact   13
Intersection   14

Two

The Curlew   17
On a Chinese Festival Scene Carved into the Casque of 

a Helmeted Hornbill   19
Harvest   20
Crop Circles   21
Automaton   22
A Summer Primer   23
Nocturne   24

Three

The Baptist   27
The Devil in Grand Saline   30



x

Babel   31
An Apostate’s Prayer   32
The Pastor’s Wife   33
The Lepidopterist   34
The Somnambulist   35
La Llorona   37
Tenebrae   38

Four

Overheard   41
Digging My Father’s Grave   42
The Orchard   44
Auguress   45
The Choice   46
Horoscope for My Dying Father   47
School Bus Graveyard   48

Five

The Seven Thunders   51
Advent   53
Destin Wedding   54
The Pastor   55
Übermensch   56
The Mime of Thermopylae   57
The Cooling Pond   58
Photo Found on a Dead Man’s Phone   59

The End of the Sermon   61



44

The Orchard

Where has all the windfall gone?
she asks in my recurring dream.
I lead her by the arm. Her gown,
lined in a bronze light, glides above

the lawn. Her feet are wet with dew.
I want to answer with the truth,
but know that she is hungry—and
afraid. Instead, I clench my teeth.

She’s forgotten the fruit’s name,
and thinks that I’m my father—last
of her two sons and daughter. Time
is relative among these trees

that stretch as far as we can see,
smoldering like Eden in the sun.
Before I wake, she asks again,
Where has all the windfall gone?
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